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Upcoming Events
The weather is warming and the annual shooting events are coming up.  Some events have 
been missing over the past few years due to the pandemic but we are coming back strong.  
Flyers are in this issue!

The Association Needs Some Help
We have several positions and roles that will be needing some new faces to step up 
and take on these responsibilities.

First: Joy Hicks, after many years of service to the CSMLA is needing to step away 
from the great job(s) she has done.  Joy has managed our membership 
responsibilities for a long while now in addition to doing the printing and distribution of 
the Poke & Stroke. The printing and distribution of the Poke has been taken over by 
Erin Olefson so that leaves the Membership Chair to be filled. Joy has provided a 
short description of her membership duties which you will find inside.  If you would like 
to consider taking on this job please give Joy a call at 719-598-5715

Second:  Neil Peacock took on the role of Secretary three years ago when the 
position became suddenly vacant.  Neil has been the “temporary” Secretary much 
longer than he expected!  The primary responsibility of the Secretary is keeping the 
minutes of the Board meetings which number four per year.  Since our meetings are 
now a combination of in-person and ZOOM, being in physical attendance is no longer 
necessary. For more info please contact Neil at 720-236-8835

Third:  Erin Olefson (Griz) has already taken on the job of distribution of the Poke.  
Ron Mann took a weekend out of his life to move the gigantic printer from Joy's home 
in Colorado Springs to northern Colorado.  Griz has asked that someone volunteer to 
assist him.  To Give Griz a hand contact him at 970-308-0488

Fourth:  David Bieber is undertaking the mission of official outreach to shooting organizations 
in Colorado.  David is going to be gathering information about the muzzle loading activities of 
Colorado Clubs so that the CSMLA can bring that information to the membership.  If you can 
provide this information please contact David 916-870-6635  dwolfbieber@gmail.com 

And finally, Ron Mann needs a few volunteers to help him out with our table at the annual 
Collectors Gun Show on the weekend of May 18 through 21 in Greely.  If you would like to 
help out contact Ron Mann at 303-257-7239

mailto:dwolfbieber@gmail.com
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Official positions of the Colorado State Muzzle Loading Association, Inc. are expressed only in written minutes of 
Board of Directors or General Membership Meetings, or as noted in articles by-lined by CSMLA officers

SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE POKE AND STROKE
If you have information on shoots, club meetings, re-enactments, classes or other items that would be of interest to our 
membership, please send it to: Mike Lee, Editor, CSMLA Poke and Stroke,7430 Devinney Court, Arvada, CO 80005 or
email to editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com Written or digital information are prefered, HOWEVER, phone calls will be
accepted. Deadline for publication is posted in the most recent edition of the Poke & Stroke. If you have an article to 
share, we appreciate it. Your name will appear on the article. Material may involve any aspects of muzzle loading, 
including but not limited to: history, crafts, trades, gun smithing, hunting, and rendezvous. Photographs are especially 
welcome; black & white photos or color is fine. Digital images sent by  email are preferred but any format is welcome. 
The Editor and the CSMLA are not responsible for loss or damage in the mail to manuscripts or photographs. All 
material will be edited for content and space requirements. Letters to the Editor will be accepted in any legible form. 
Mention of a product or service in advertisement or article does not imply endorsement, approval nor testing by the 
CSMLA         
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HONOR ROLL
The following individuals are
recognized for their outstanding
contributions to the Colorado
State Muzzle Loading
Association.

Founders:
Paul Arndt
Cliff Malmquist
Eugene Ball
Dell Mendenhall
James Ball
Hez Salsbury
Chuck Deats
K. C. Williams
Jacob Dewell
Chuck Wolf
Harlan Goodner

MUZZLE LOADERS
OF THE YEAR
1988 Barry Conner
1989 Del Mendenhall
1990 Al Main
1991 Chuck Deats &
Fred Newcomb (co-winners)
1992 Ray Ezinga
1993 Bill MacAfee
1994 Larry Webster
1995 Ron Melchert
1996 Charlie Webb
1997 Ken Klabon
1998 Ramona Laffler
1999 Dave Burman
2000 Jack Riddell
2001 Paul & Marcia Kelly
2002 Joy Hicks
2003 Doreen Webb
2004 Stanley B. Honour
2005 Jerry Farringer
2006 Larry Hicks
2007 Doug Davis
2008 Doug & Bridget Rightmire
2009 Ron Ring
2010 John & Mary Jo Kummer
2011 Scott Drake
2012 Tom Gabor
2013 Marlin Johnson
2014 Ken Wee
2015 Estill Ator
2016 Darrel Kolebar
2017 Ron Deurmyer
2018 Ron Mann
2019 Louie Silva
2020 Ted Beaupre
2021 Dee Beaupre
2022 Erin Olefson (Griz)
2023 Mike Lee

Clubs and affiliates
If you are a member of a club that is not 
listed and you would like it to be, or you 
want to update this information, please 
contact the Editor.

Buckhorn Skinners
Scott Drake 970-663-2374
#1 Marmac Drive
Loveland, CO 80538
damnphoneguy1330@aol.com

Colorado Springs Muzzle 
Loaders
Ted Beaupre, President 719-329-8126 
941 Daffodil
Fountain, CO 80817
paper shoot - 1st Sunday 1:00 p.m.
www.csmlinc.org  

Ft. Lupton Muzzle Loading 
Club, Inc.
Paper shoot - 2nd Saturday - Fun shoot 
the third Saturday at 10 AM Daylight 
time and 11 AM Standard time SPVHS 
Range   

High Plains Muzzle Loaders
Bill Phillips 970-454-2109
Jim Eckersley (970) 353-8200
Jimeckersley@comcast.net
shoot - 1st Sunday - 9:00 a.m. June, July 
& August 10:00 AM other nine months 
Public welcome.

Kit Carson Mountain Men
Park G Wood 719-688-5696
27039 West Ridge
Lamar CO 81052

Rocky Mountain Men of Aurora
Chris Baker (720) 936-4218
shoot - 1st Sunday at Aurora Gun Club

San Luis Valley Renegades
Earl Wilson 719-580-9750
Meetings 2nd Thursday of every
month 6 PM. Call for location
Shoot Sunday after 2nd
Thursday 10 AM. (Weather permitting)

South Platte Valley Historical 
Society
P.O.Box 663Ft. Lupton,
CO8062  https://www.spvhs.org

Starvation Trails Muzzle 
Loaders
C.J. Biwenga (303) 646-3090
John Kummer (303) 646-2724

Tallow River Trappers
Members of SPVHS
https://www.spvhs.org/tallow

We will run a flyer free for any club
subject to space available. CSMLA
affiliate clubs have priority on space. To
affiliate,  50%  of  your  members  must
belong  to  the  CSMLA.  Simply  send  a
membership list and a request to affiliate
on  club  letterhead  to  the  Editor  or
Membership Director.

LIFETIME ACHEIVEMENT
AWARD WINNERS

2013 Ray Ezinga
2014 Larry & Barb Webster
2015 Jack “Mato” Cardinbal
2016 Darrel Koelber
2017 Doreen Webb
2018 Joy Hicks & Gwen 

Blanchard
2019 Ron Ring
2020 Dale Crabb
2021 (snowed out)
2022 Doug Davis
2023 Hez Salsbury

The CSMLA offers for sale, the
following items:

Iron-on Patch                  $6.00 
Outside Window Decal   $1.50 
Inside Window Decal      $1.50 
Belt Buckle                    $15.00 
Hat                                 $10.00 
Hat Pins                           $7.00 
T shirts                           $10.00 
Sweat Shirts      $15.00 - $20.00

Prices do not include shipping and sales 
tax. Contact Joy Hicks 719-598-5715 
to order or for more details.

mailto:damnphoneguy1330@aol.com
https://www.spvhs.org/tallow
http://www.csmlinc.org/


Advertising in the Poke
Did you know that you can place your
business card advertisement in the Poke
&  Stroke  for  only  $10  per  issue?
Contact  the  editor  at
editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com

********************** 
Editor's Notes
If you are listed on the Masthead (page
two)  please  check  for  correct
information and advise the editor of any
needed corrections. 

     *********************** 
President's Message 

 Hello  All,  I  hope  this  message  finds
you and yours healthy and well. We are
in for a busy year with the CSMLA and
its  groups.  The  Winter  Convention
started  out  the  season  of  events  on  a
high note with an excellent turnout. The
Association  and  its  members  groups
have  a  full  schedule  of  events  and
shoots for us to enjoy.

Winter Convention was a great success
at the Victory Grange Hall in Aurora. If
you were not  able  to  attend this  year,
plans are being made to hold it  in the
same  location  for  2024.  We  had  22
tables  with  15  vendors  selling  their
wares.  The  attendance  was  very good
with  several  familiar  faces  and  many
new  ones.  The  Adams  County  4H
provided a very nice lunch for everyone
of sloppy joes to keep us going through
the  day.  Joy,  Ron  Ring,  Gwen,  and
David McCord did a wonderful job of
giving  us  a  great  selection  of  classes
from  Loyd  Shindelbower,  Stewart
Leach,  and  Ron  Mann  in  the  more
central  location  for  our  members  and
guests.  Our  annual  Membership
meeting  and  elections  went  well  after
the floor closed so I thank all of you for
the  opportunity  to  serve  you  as
President for another year. Please thank
these folks for all of the time and effort
to make the Convention a success. We
will keep you apprised of the plans for
next year as they become available.

The list of events and shoots throughout
the state continues to grow and evolve.
Annual  shoots  and  rendezvous  are  on
the books so the next months are very
busy for our members and their clubs.
State Shoot is one of many happenings

so  please  join  us  in  August  in  Fort
Lupton for an evolving event sponsored
by the Buckhorn Skinners and the Fort
Lupton  Muzzle  Loading  Club.  Watch
the website, Facebook, and the Poke for
the  latest  information  on  events
throughout the state. If your club has an
event  that  we can  help you publicize,
please  send  the  information  to  Mike
Lee or me so we can spread the word.

On  a  somewhat  sad  note  for  us,  Joy
Hicks  has  announced  her  retirement
from the Membership Director position
effective March 11, 2023. Joy has been
with the Association for many years and
has  held  several  positions  within  the
organization for the last three decades.
Her absence will be heartfelt by all of
us  so  I  would  like  to  thank  her  for
everything  she  has  done  for  the
CSMLA and me as well and to wish her
all  the  best  for  the  future.  With  her
departure, we need someone to fill this
position  as  soon  as  possible  to  avoid
any interruptions with the membership
activities and coordination. If you are
interested  in  this  or  any  other  open
position,  please  contact  me  for  more
information and a description of duties.

Neil  Peacock  has  also  submitted  his
resignation  letter  as  Secretary  for  the
CSMLA.  Neil  volunteered  for  this
position 3 years ago with the agreement
that it would be a temporary assignment
but  needs  to  concentrate  on  his  other
obligations. I appreciate everything that
he  has  done  for  the  Association  and
wish him well in his future endeavors.
If  you  are  willing  to  take  notes  and
compile the minutes of the meetings for
the board and our members, please take
the time to reach out to me. I would like
to  congratulate  Mike  Lee  as  the
recipient of the 2023 Muzzle Loader of
the Year award. Mike has been with the
organization  for  many  moons  and
continues to excel at promoting our
sport  and  the  CSMLA  with  his
leadership and as the Editor of the Poke
n  Stroke.  He  has  also  taken  on  the
responsibilities  of  Web  Manager  to
keep the  Association relevant  in  these
times.  It  is  a  great  honor  to  be
recognized by your peers for what you
have done to help muzzle loading and
the  CSMLA.  The  next  time  you  see
him,  please  congratulate  him  for  his

exceptional stewardship.
(editors note:  I am indeed flattered and
proud of this honor and thank the entire
association for this recognition)

We  are  in  for  a  great  year  as  an
organization so I hope to see all of you
very soon at a shoot, rendezvous, or one
of our other events. If it were not for all
of  your  efforts,  we  would  not  be  the
group that we are.

Thank You,
Griz Olofson
2023 CSMLA President
CSMLA Northern Director
Buckhorn Skinners Scribe
2022 Muzzle Loader of the Year

P.S. The next meeting will be via Zoom
in June. Topic: CSMLA Board Meeting
- June 25 Time: Jun 25, 2023 04:00 PM
Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Join  Zoom  Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8865102460
9?
pwd=bXhHcUI2eUtlSEtJVDgveGlqUG
Z5dz09
Meeting ID: 886 5102 4609
Passcode: 291507
One tap mobile
+17193594580,,88651024609#,,,,*2915
07# US
+16699006833,,88651024609#,,,,*2915
07# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
+1 719 359 4580 US
Find  your  local  number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb59sQgED
4
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CSMLA POSTAL MATCH
Here's  some  exciting  news  about  our
CSMLA  members  postal  match.
Starting with the  new year  the  format
and  rules will change in a way that will
make the match more accessible to all
our members.  .  Here are the changes

1. What is the entry fee?   There is
no  entry  fee.   There  is  no  cost  to
participate.

2. Who can  enter?    The  CSMLA
postal  is  for  CSMLA members  only.
Memberships  include  all  family
members including children under age
18.



3. How do I get targets?   You can
download  targets  at
https://www.csmla.net/csmla-postal-
match  

4. What if I don't have access to
the internet how can I get   targets?
In  a  pinch,  you  can  contact  Gwen
Blanchard for targets,    

03 Balfour Ave, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80909
gwynbl57@gmail.com 
719-291-0995 

5. Targets do not have to be mailed
in.  You can email a photo of your target
OR mail  your  target.  Full  instructions
are printed on the target.

6. Targets  and  photos  of  targets
must be whole.  No missing corners or
torn off portions.

The match is annual and monthly.   At
the end of the year the shooter with the
highest total score for the year will win
2 pounds of powder.  The shooter with
the  second  highest  total  score  for  the
year  will  win  1  pound  of  powder.
Bragging  rights  will  be  on  a  monthly
basis.  The scores for the monthly will
be  updated  in  each  issue  of  the  Poke
and  on  the  website  at
https://www.csmla.net/csmla-postal-
match  
 ************************ 

Wildlife Report by David H.
McCord, Wildlife Director, 

  Gun legislation 

The  below  are  gun  bills  Colorado’s
legislators are working on.  Our muzzle
loader hobby is not affected as antiques
and replicas are explicitly excluded. We
can continue to fabricate muzzle loaders
rifles  and pistols  from parts,  kits,  and
unnumbered  parts  including  cap  and
ball revolvers.   The below opinions are
my own.  Please read the full bill if you
have  questions.

SENATE  BILL  23-168.  Current  law
limits  product  liability  against
manufacturers  of  firearms  and
ammunition  to  a  defect  in  design  or
manufacture.  Bill  repeals  that
limitation and would allow a cause of

action if a person or entity suffers harm
as a result of a violation of the firearm
industry  standards.  It  could  allow  a
victim of  gun  violence  to  sue  dealers
and  manufacturers.  It  is  difficult  to
fully grasp what this means – possible
legal challenges if bill approved.

SENATE BILL 23-169.  Would change
age to possess or purchase a firearm to
age  21  from 18.  I  am comfortable  it
would still be OK for young people to
hunt, undergo training in arms use and
safety,  participate  in  target  shooting,
convey arms,  take  a  gun  smith  class,
travel  with  a  gun,  use  gun  while
trapping;  taking,  or  killing  wildlife  as
allowed  by  law;  be  in  a  bona  fide
shooting  class  or  sanctioned  event
under the supervision of a peace officer
or a person who is 25 years of age or
older  who  is  a  certified  hunter
education  or  firearms  training
instructor.  The youth will need to have
a hunter ed certificate or have a hunting
license.  This  does  not  mean  a  youth
could go down the street with an AR in
their  hands.  

SENATE  BILL 23-170.  (red  flag  law
change).  Current  law  provides  that  a
family or household member and a law
enforcement  officer  to  petition  for  an
extreme risk protection order.  The bill
expands  the  list  to  include  licensed
medical care providers, licensed mental
health-care  providers,  licensed
educators,  and  district  attorneys.

SENATE  BILL  23-059.  Fund  local
governments to support access to state
owned  outdoor  recreation  areas.  This
would  use  overflow  money  from  the
keep Colorado wild pass  we  have the
option  to  buy  when  we  renew  our
vehicle  licenses.  This  was  not  the
intent when the wild pass was approved
– the counties want to dip their hands
into our funds.  Would be available via
grants  and  could  be  used  for  roads,
bicycle  lanes,  or  other  recreational
access  routes  or  to  provide  shuttle
operations. 

HOUSE BILL 23-1036.  To  encourage
use of nontoxic bullets for hunting via a
voluntary  exchange  of  lead  hunting

rounds  for  nontoxic  ammo.  Funding
would  be  from  nongovernment
organizations.  CPW  would  have  a
minor  role  only.   

HOUSE  BILL  23-1230.  Prohibit
assault  weapons  in  Colorado.  The
language  used  is  rather  disjointed  and
broad;  an  assault  weapon  would  be
whatever  the  legislature  defines  it  to
be.  Legal  challenges  are  ready to  be
applied  if  this  bill  is  approved.  

SENATE BILL 23-1165.  Allow county
commissioners to prohibit discharge of
firearms  in  unincorporated  areas  of  a
county where there  is  a  density of  35
dwellings per square mile or more; rule
now says where density is 100 persons
per  square  mile;  would  except  out
lawful  shooting  at  a  gallery,  shooting
range, can protect livestock.

HOUSE BILL 23-1219.  Waiting period
to deliver a firearm - adds 3-day waiting
period. Would not apply to antiques or
C&R firearms. Attempts to allow a cool
down,  especially where buyer  may be
suicidal  or  may  do  other  personal
crime.  Would harm innocents such as a
hunter  where  airplane  lost  his  gun,
guide could not loan him gun short of
the 3-day wait (and background).  May
also apply where your gun is sent to a
gun smith for  repair  –  3-day wait  for
return?

Wildlife

At their march 15-16 meeting in Aurora
the  Wildlife  Commission  considered
limits  on  migratory  game  birds:  “…
AND closing the sora and Virginia rail
season,  and  closing  the  crow  season
except  when  authorized  by  §  33-6-
107(9)  C.R.S.  as  requested  by  the
commission  at  the  January  2023
commission meeting.”  

The  staff  report  included  these
comments on the proposals: 

“These  closures  are  based  on  social
concerns  raised  by  members  of  the
commission  including,  but  not  limited
to,  hunting ethics, low participation in
hunter  harvest,  and  concerns  about
consumption of these species. “

Sora and rail are marsh birds and I am
not aware of a basis to limit take.  The

https://www.csmla.net/csmla-postal-match
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crow  season  closure  appears  to  be  a
unilateral  effort  by commission  James
Tutchton to shut down crow hunting.  It
has no scientific basis.  Note that crows
prey  on  prairie  chicken  eggs  and
babies.  

Comments  from  CWCP  member  Liz
Rose who was there: “Fortunately Jake
Matter,  the  attorney  said  the
commission  cannot  simply  close  a
season without investigation/rationale (I
forget  his  exact  words),  so  that  helps
us... hopefully it takes a little wind out
of a certain commissioner's sails.” 

Liz  further  related  that  Commissioner
Dallas May did not want to get mixed
up in a statewide hunting ban proposal.

At their May meeting the Commission
will vote on hunting license allocations.
Per Liz they all agree to support a 75/25
allocation (75% Colorado licenses and
25% non-resident license).  She related
there wasn’t more public testimony on
that agenda item. 

               **************** 
Website Update

Improvements  to  the  website  are
coming along a bit at a time.  I eagerly
solicit content and suggestions that our
members  may have.   If  you  have  not
visited lately, go to www.csmla.net 
 

****************************
The CSMLA has a printer for sale.

Kyocera  TASKalfa  4500i  with
Duplexer  and  Finisher,  Serial  #
NLS1X00075. $2500 Currently located
in Loveland

Contact  the  Editor  if  interested
editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com

*************************  

Joy Hicks Retires
As you may have noticed on the front
page of this  issue,  Joy has announced
that she is retiring from her roles with
the CSMLA.  Over  the  years  Joy has
been  a  major  contributor  to  the
CSMLA.   She  has  been  our
Membership  Chair,  the  worker  behind
the printing and publishing of the Poke
& Stroke, an organizer of the CSMLA
annual  convention,  a  reliable  and
constant  helper  at  many  functions,  a

teacher,  and  all  around  great  person.
I'm sure I have overlooked some of her
accomplishments  and  for  that  I
apologize.  That's quite a resume'.  We
are actively seeking a  replacement  for
her role as Membership Chair

************************* 

A note from Joy regarding the
duties of the Membership

Secretary

To  collect  membership  information,
issue  membership  cards,  deposit
membership dues in a timely manner,
keep a list of current members.

Things  that  I  do:   Make  myself
available  at  State  Events  to  collect
dues  and  answer  questions
concerning  whatever.   Make  sure
Board  Members  have  up  to  date
Membership Lists.  

Because  I  have  the  most  current
Membership List, I print the Poke &
Stroke  that  the  Poke  Editor  emails,
fold,  tape, label and stamp the Poke
and get it  to the Post Office.   Since
we are doing digital Pokes there are
only about 30 Pokes to mail, the rest
are emailed from a bcc to a CSMLA
contact list. 

(Editors  Note:   At  this  time  the
Membership  Chair  is  no  longer
responsible  for  the  printing  and
mailing of the Poke)

I  have written instructions  of how I
do it as a base line, to be adapted to
what works best for the Membership
Secretary.

*************************  
Volunteers for collector show

Ron  Mann  needs  a  few  volunteers  to
help  him  out  with  our  table  at  the
annual  Collectors  Gun  Show  on  the
weekend  of  May  18  through  21  in
Greely.  If you would like to help out

contact Ron Mann at 303-257-7239  

               Upcoming events

The following pages contain flyers for
upcoming events.  I'm both happy and
sad to say that there is not room in a
single  issue  of  the  Poke  to  publish
everything  that  is  coming  up.   This
issue is limited to the events that are
coming  up  in  the  more  immediate
future.  The next issue will contain the
events coming up later.  HOWEVER,
space is unlimited on our website and
all  the  events  are  there
https://www.csmla.net/events/upcomi
ng-events

The Men That Don't Fit In BY
ROBERT W. SERVICE

There's a race of men that don't fit in; A 
race that can't stay still.

So they break the hearts of kith and kin, 
And they roam the world at will.

They range the field and they rove the 
flood, And they climb the mountain's 
crest; Theirs is the curse of the gypsy 
blood, And they don't know how to rest.

If they just went straight they might go 
far; They are strong and brave and true; 
But they're always tired of the things that
are, And they want the strange and new.

They say: "Could I find my proper 
groove, What a deep mark I would 
make!" So they chop and change, and 
each fresh move Is only a fresh mistake.

And each forgets, as he strips and runs 
With a brilliant, fitful pace,

It's the steady, quiet, plodding ones Who 
win in the lifelong race. And each forgets
that his youth has fled, Forgets that his 
prime is past, Till he stands one day, with
a hope that's dead, In the glare of the 
truth at last.

He has failed, he has failed; he has 
missed his chance; He has just done 
things by half. Life's been a jolly good 
joke on him, And now is the time to 
laugh. Ha, ha! He is one of the Legion 
Lost; He was never meant to win; He's a 
rolling stone, and it's bred in the bone; 
He's a man who won't fit in.

https://www.csmla.net/events/upcoming-events
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