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Upcoming Events
July 18th thru the 20th Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders Shoot

August 7th thru 10th State Shoot

September 13th,  2025 Muzzle Loading Season Opens

October 4th and 5th Masters Invitational

Keep an eye on the Ft. Lupton club calendar
Flmlc.org For information on events
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COLORADO STATE MUZZLE LOADING ASSOCIATION, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EVENT 
COORDINATORS
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Vice President
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Treasurer
Lou Garone, 1144 Marfell St., Erie CO 80516,  garone3@comcast.net 303-324-3403 
Membership
Chris Baker, 17338 Asbury Circle, Aurora CO 80013, bakedchris@yahoo.com 720-936-4218
State Shoot
Sponsoring Clubs: Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders Buckhorn Skinners Ft. Lupton Muzzle Loaders
Education
Every member of the CSMLA
Wildlife Representative
David McCord, 855 Newport Street, Denver, CO 80220 dmccord60@earthlink.net 303-388-1259
“Poke and Stroke”
Mike Lee, 7430 Devinney Court, Arvada, CO 80005 editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com 303-548-6996
Annual Trade Show & Convention  Coordinators
Ron Ring & David McCord,
Directors
North Erin Olefson, 2019 26th Ave Greely CO 80634 t1.e1.g1.o1@gmail.com 970-308-0488
West Mike Lee, 7430 Devinney Court, Arvada, CO 80005 editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com  303-548-6996
East, Jaramie Allee, 337 Todd Ave, Lasalle Co, 80645  juniorallee@gmail.com 970-473-4710
South,   Vacant
Metro Ron Deurmyer, 3101 Brookstone Pass Dr. Yukon Oklahoma 73099 303-522-2606
At-Large Directors
Ron Ring, 3513 Red Orchard Ct, Loveland, CO 80537 rring282@gmail.com 970-692-4658
Dale Crabb, 106 Norma Ave., Milliken CO 80543  daledwaters@yahoo.com  970-371-6787
Honorary Directors
Hez Salsbury,  In Memoriam
Ray Ezinga, 5258 North Monroe Ave. Loveland CO 80538 970-667-5702

Official positions of the Colorado State Muzzle Loading Association, Inc. are expressed only in written minutes of 
Board of Directors or General Membership Meetings, or as noted in articles by-lined by CSMLA officers
SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO THE POKE AND STROKE
If you have information on shoots, club meetings, re-enactments, classes or other items that would be of interest to our 
membership, please send it to: Mike Lee, Editor, CSMLA Poke and Stroke,7430 Devinney Court, Arvada, CO 80005 or 
email to editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com Written or digital information are prefered, HOWEVER, phone calls will be 
accepted, call 303-548-6996. Deadline for publication is posted in the most recent edition of the Poke & Stroke. If you 
have an article to share, we appreciate it. Your name will appear on the article. Material may involve any
aspects of muzzle loading, including but not limited to: history, crafts, trades, gunsmithing, hunting, and rendezvous. 
Photographs are especially welcome; black & white photos or color is fine. Digital images sent by  email are preferred 
but any format is welcome. The Editor and the CSMLA are not responsible for loss or damage in the mail to 
manuscripts or photographs. All material will be edited for content and space requirements. Letters to the Editor will be 
accepted in any legible form. Mention of a product or service in advertisement or article does not imply endorsement, 
approval nor testing by the CSMLA         
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HONOR ROLL
The following individuals are
recognized for their outstanding
contributions to the Colorado
State Muzzle Loading
Association.

Founders
Paul Arndt
Cliff Malmquist
Eugene Ball
Dell Mendenhall
James Ball
Hez Salsbury
Chuck Deats
K. C. Williams
Jacob Dewell
Chuck Wolf
Harlan Goodner

MUZZLE LOADERS
OF THE YEAR
1988 Barry Conner
1989 Del Mendenhall
1990 Al Main
1991 Chuck Deats &
Fred Newcomb (co-winners)
1992 Ray Ezinga
1993 Bill MacAfee
1994 Larry Webster
1995 Ron Melchert
1996 Charlie Webb
1997 Ken Klabon
1998 Ramona Laffler
1999 Dave Burman
2000 Jack Riddell
2001 Paul & Marcia Kelly
2002 Joy Hicks
2003 Doreen Webb
2004 Stanley B. Honour
2005 Jerry Farringer
2006 Larry Hicks
2007 Doug Davis
2008 Doug & Bridget Rightmire
2009 Ron Ring
2010 John & Mary Jo Kummer
2011 Scott Drake
2012 Tom Gabor
2013 Marlin Johnson
2014 Ken Wee
2015 Estill Ator
2016 Darrel Kolebar
2017 Ron Deurmyer
2018 Ron Mann
2019 Louie Silva
2020 Ted Beaupre
2021 Dee Beaupre
2022 Erin Olefson (Griz)
2023 Mike Lee
2024 David McCord

ML of year (cont’d)
2025 Jim Jeffries

Clubs and affiliates
If you are a member of a club that is not 
listed and you would like it to be, or you 
want to update this information, please 
contact the Editor.

Buckhorn Skinners
Ron Ring
3513 Red Orchard Ct, Loveland, CO 
80537  970-692-4658 
rring282@gmail.com

Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders
Ted Beaupre, President 719-329-8126 
941 Daffodil
Fountain, CO 80817
paper shoot - 1st Sunday 1:00 p.m.
www.csmlinc.org  

Ft. Lupton Muzzle Loading Club, 
Inc.  
Jaramie Allee, 731 Grand Ave., 
Platteville, CO 80651 
juniorallee@gmail.com 970-473-4710
See http://www.flmlc.org/ for shoot 
information

High Plains Muzzle Loaders
Bill Phillips 970-454-2109
Jim Eckersley (970) 353-8200
Jimeckersley@comcast.net
shoot - 1st Sunday - 9:00 a.m. June, July 
& August 10:00 AM other nine months 
Public welcome.

Kit Carson Mountain Men
Park G Wood 719-688-5696
27039 West Ridge
Lamar CO 81052

Rocky Mountain Men of Aurora
Chris Baker (720) 936-4218
shoot - 1st Sunday at Aurora Gun Club

San Luis Valley Renegades
Earl Wilson 719-580-9750
Meetings 2nd Thursday of every
month 6 PM. Call for location
Shoot Sunday after 2nd
Thursday 10 AM. (Weather permitting)

South Platte Valley Historical 
Society

P.O.Box 663Ft. Lupton,
CO8062  https://www.spvhs.org

Starvation Trails Muzzle Loaders
C.J. Biwenga (303) 646-3090
John Kummer (303) 646-2724

Tallow River Trappers
Members of SPVHS
https://www.spvhs.org/tallow

LIFETIME ACHEIVEMENT 
AWARD WINNERS

2013 Ray Ezinga
2014 Larry & Barb Webster
2015 Jack “Mato” Cardinbal
2016 Darrel Koelber
2017 Doreen Webb
2018 Joy Hicks & Gwen 

Blanchard
2019 Ron Ring
2020 Dale Crabb
2021 (snowed out)
2022 Doug Davis
2023 Hez Salsbury
2024 Ron Mann
2025 Paul Kelly

http://www.csmlinc.org/
https://www.spvhs.org/tallow
https://www.spvhs.org/
http://www.flmlc.org/
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Advertising in the Poke
Did you know that you can place 
your  business  card  advertisement 
in the Poke & Stroke for only $10 
per  issue?   Contact  the  editor  at 
editorpokeandstroke@gmail.com

**************************
Editor's Note
If you are listed on the Masthead 
(page two) please check for correct 
information and advise  the  editor 
of any needed corrections. 

If  you  have  or  know  of  an 
upcoming  event  let  me  know  so 
that we can get it publicized here 
in the Poke and on the website.
***************************

  
CSMLA  Postal  Match

Here  are  some  changes  to  our 
CSMLA  members  postal  match. 
The  format  is  changed  in  a  way 
that  will  make  the  match  more 
accessible  to  all  our  members. 
Here  are  the  entire  rules  for  the 
postal  match  including  changes 
which  are  in bold.

What is the entry fee?   There is no 
entry  fee.   There  is  no  cost  to 
participate.  Who  can  enter?  The 
CSMLA  postal  is  for  CSMLA 
members  only.   Memberships 
include  all  family  members 
including  children  under  age  18 
and  junior  members.

How do I  get  targets?   You can 
download targets at 

https://www.csmla.net/csmla-
postal-match  

What if I don't have access to the 
internet how can I get targets?    In 
a  pinch,  you  can  contact  Ron 
Mann  at  303-257-7239.  He  will 
send  you  a  single  target  which 

you  can  copy  or  have  copied. 
Targets do not have to be mailed 
in.   Text  or  email   a  photo  of 
your  target  (get  close!)  to  Ron 
Mann  at  303-257-7239 
oldbuzzard101@yahoo.com 
Targets and photos of targets must 
be whole.  No missing corners or 
torn  off  portions.

The match is scored monthly and 
winners  determined  annually.   At 
the end of  the year the shooter 
with  the  highest  single  target 
score  for  the  year  will  win  2 
pounds of powder.  The shooter 
with  the  second  highest  single 
target  score  for  the  year  will 
win1 pound of powder.   Winners 
will  be  announced  and  prizes 
awarded at the annual Convention 
and  Trade  Show  in  March. 
Bragging  rights  will  be  on  a 
monthly basis.  The scores for the 
monthly  will  be  updated  in  each 
issue  of  the  Poke  and  on  the 
website  at 
https://www.csmla.net/csmla-
postal-match 

*************************

2025 Big Bore Match Results

1st Max Young  168
2nd Bill Sathe  137 x      
3rd Ted Beaupre  134

Junior match   
1st  James Elledge   54     James 
did very well the day before at the 
4-H event at the F.L.M.L.C. range.

Open Match     open shooters can 
compete with any caliber, but 
cannot win prizes. We had 6 
shooters in that event.
1st  Chris Baker  184 xx    
2nd   Tom Beudreau  154
3rd Kevin Palmer   131

************************
 Wildlife report
David McCord

Wildlife Director

Comments  shared  by  CWCP 
members  who  attended  Durango 
CPW Commission meeting May 8 
and 9 earlier this week:

 CPW needs  to  define  how to  
work  with  project  ideas  and 
regional partnerships

 Recreation  interest  is  growing  
and our hunting voice is not being 
heard.  Recreation  advocates  not 
being  fully  heard  either  by  the 
CPW.

 Can’t ask the feds – USFS rec  
work  force  is  down  40%.  So 
leverage  project  funds?  Higher 
camping  fees?  Campgrounds  not 
opened? Damaged roads get closed 
(no repair)?

Couple  fresh  CPW  
commissioners  coming.  CWCP 
may  be  able  to  comment  on. 
During  the  just  completed 
legislative  session,  we,  Colorado 
Wildlife  Conservation  Project 
(CWCP), reviewed 24 bills, acted 
on 8 with letters of  comments or 
sought  revisions,  and  we  lost  on 
most  gun  bills  but  were  able  to 
make minor change in our favor. I 
added  our  name  to  most  of  the 
letters  but  not  on  the  misfire 
initiative  to  close  wolf 
introductions.

Semi  auto,  “high-capacity 
magazine”  ban  (SB25-003). 
Language  written  in  ignorance 
deleted  that  would  have  required 
that  magazines  could  not  be 
removed.  You  will  need  to  take 
and  pass  a  class  to  purchase 
semiautos and pass a background. 
Bill is effective beginning August 



1, 2026. And. the same semi auto 
ban is being introduced nationally 
by Senator Mark Kelly.

(HB25-1238)  gun  show  bill: 
DOES  NOT  APPLY  TO  US 
(MUZZLE  LOADERS), and 
DOES  NOT  APPLY  TO  C&R 
FIREARMS.  So,  at  the  May  17 
and 18 Collector Show in Greeley, 
you  purchase  firearm,  exchange 
FFL  paper  or  do  background 
check, and take it home (no 3-day 
delay;  same  as  with  past  years. 
Bill’s

directives:

 promoter to prepare a security  
plan and submit the plan to local 
law enforcement

 Have liability insurance

 Implement security measures

 Under  age 18 years  must  be  is 
accompanied  by  a  parent, 
grandparent, or guardian

 Firearm purchaser to verify that  
each firearm sold is in compliance 
with 3-day waiting period

 Post certain notices

 Install  cameras  to  cover  gun 
show spaces and parking lots

Act takes effect January 1, 2026.

Legal challenges for both of these 
are  in  motion – contribute to  the 
NRA/ILS, etc.

Ammo  purchases  “safeguards” 
(HB25-1133),  must  be  stored 
behind counter and secured. Same 
rules may apply to gunpowder(?).

Rep. Boebert and other Republican 
Colo. Representatives are working 
on bill that would remove wolves 
from the  endangered  species  list. 

OK,  but  bill  could  lead  to  other 
species  and  their  habitats  being 
delisted and they then could be at 
risk. I don’t know???

Other Colo bills:

 Habitat bill passed.

 Use  highway  right-of-ways  
mandate  for  adding  electric 
transmission  infrastructure, 
prevents  cutting  a  swath  through 
virgin  habitat  and  impacting 
wildlife to build a new line.

 Postponed bill that would have  
used  “fees”  from  each  auto 
insurance  policy  to  fund  wild 
game  highway  over  and  under 
passes  and  fencing  to  prevent 
wildlife-auto  collisions.  This  one 
should  come  back  next  session. 
The legislators get antsy when fees 
are  considered  too  close  to  the 
session end.

 Procedure  to  allow  an  FFL  
dealer licensee to request a serial 
number check before purchasing a 
firearm from an individual.  Local 
county  sheriff’s  offices  would 
have  to  complete  serial  number 
check  within  three  business  days 
of the request. 

Intel items from a CWCP member:

1)  CPW doesn’t  currently have a 
time  coding  string  for  wolf 
management.  Meaning  no 
tracking is going on for time spent 
on wolves.  DWMs spending time 
can’t  track  time  AKA  salaries 
being  paid  out  of  game  cash  are 
not tracked nor will the agency be 
able  to  answer  the  inevitable 
questions of how this is impacting 
overall  operations  that  will  come 
from legislators. 

2)  The  Trump administration  has 
put into grants the need for states 

to agree to all executive orders in 
order to get the grants.  Currently 
this is impacting boating safety but 
I’m  sure  it  will  have  other 
impacts.  My  CI  tells  me  this  is 
being looked at by the AGs office.

****************************

A note From Jerry farringer

Dustin Parker has been admitted 
to Skyline nursing home. He has 
asked me to sell  his guns.  there 
are  about  36  ml  -  several  old 
double barrels, revolvers, rifles. In 
addition  there  are  about  38 
cartridge  guns.  if  interested 
please call me at 719-289-4846 or 
email at buffbrth@gmail.com. 

****************************

A close encounter of the wild 
kind By Ted Beaupre

Last  year  we  went  back  to  our 
stomping grounds and believe it or 
not  we  pulled  into  our  favorite 
camping spot. After we set up the 
camp it  started to rain and didn’t 
stop for 3 days, no problem if you 
hunt  out  of  a  fifth  wheel  trailer. 
Last year Delores and I both drew 
muzzle  loading  deer  tags  and  I 
ended up with a preference point 
for elk, so I purchased an over the 
counter either sex archery elk tag.

September 2nd came, and I headed 
out at 5 am after reaching the gate 
I climbed over and headed to my 
spot  about  a  mile  away  upon 
arriving  I  set  up  in  front  of  an 
aspen  and  settled  in  waiting  for 
everything to wake up as it  grew 
lighter.  The cows started mewing 
and bulls  bugling.  Shortly  after  I 
sprayed some cow urine around, I 
heard  the  elk  moving  my  way 
standing up. Nocking an arrow, I

stepped around behind the tree and 

mailto:buffbrth@gmail.com


waited,  suddenly  I  heard  the 
thunder  of  hooves  coming  down 
behind  me  thinking  they  were 
cattle  and  not  wanting  to  be  run 
over. I pressed myself into the tree 
a little harder when suddenly three 
cow  elk  with  calves  busted  past 
me followed by a spike bull who 
slammed  on  the  breaks  and  with 
his  side  against  my  back  holy 
#%*&; I could feel the heat from 
his body! the bull then reached his 
head  around  the  tree  and  was 
sniffing my pack frame. Being on 
the uphill side of the tree I could 
look  down  into  his  eye  he  then 
turned his  head sideways looking 
up at me suddenly realizing I was 
there  he  jerked  up  his  head 
knocking my arrow from the rest 
with his antler! He then exploded 
from the area. 

After  my heart  stopped pounding 
and  the  adrenaline  subsided,  I 
packed  up  and  started  the  long 
climb  out  of  the  valley.  When 
reaching the top, I called Delores 
and  said,  “you’re  not  going  to 
believe this”.

****************************

Some  Observations  On  Lady 
Shooters From Larry Webster.

Here's  one  of  my  pet  subjects. 
                Lady shooters. 

We need more of them.   What do 
we have?   Maybe a couple of 
them?   Why?  Lack of 
encouragement from their man? 
Many years ago my bride said 
she'd like to try it.    At the time all 
I had was my rifle.   So we went 
out shooting.   I learned a lot.   
Girls don't have arms like an 
apes.  Their arms are shorter than 
us guys and not as strong.   She 
was leaning over backwards 
trying to hold my rifle up.  And 
having to stretch her arm and 

hand out trying to reach the 
trigger.  She was out of balance 
and in an uncomfortable position 
that no one could possibly shoot 
from.  And she didn't have much 
fun either.

When we got home, without 
saying anything to her, I ordered 
the parts to build another rifle.   
She questioned why I needed 
another rifle but my excuse was I 
needed a smaller caliber so I 
could shoot the small bore 
matches.   Reasonable.   She 
wasn't really pleased but being 
her it was OK.  She knew I liked to 
build them and she said at least 
she knew where I was and what I 
was doing. When the parts came I 
built her a rifle.  One that fit her.   
One she could handle and 
control.   She could actually reach 
the trigger.   She could hold it and 
shoot from a vertical position.   
Not bent over backwards

When I gave it to her I even 
picked up some extra points.   
When we went out and shot it she 
was one happy girl.   And she had 
fun doing it.   She was hooked.   
The gun fit her and she didn't 
have to fight it.  That made it 
much easier for me to get 
permission to go shooting.  All I 
had to say was, do you want to go 
shooting and she'd beat me to the 
car.   Best investment I ever 
made. When you have to clean a 
rifle there's no bitching about the 
mess or the stink.   But you do 
have two rifles to clean.   
Somehow she could never master 
the art of cleaning and oiling.   
Every time I mentioned cleaning 
rifles she would say, " you'll have 
to show me how to do that one 
more time."
It was always so much more fun 
to have her shooting with me 
rather than her sitting behind me 
looking bored.   And no more 
complaints about me being gone 

shooting or how much it cost us 
for me to have fun.  And you can 
get used to her beating you.   I 
did.  It actually made me proud.  
My bride shot well enough to beat 
me.   It actually made me proud of 
her.   She shot well enough to 
beat me and many many others.  
Your ego can learn to live with it.    
Mine did.

So guys, get your girl a rifle.  I 
don't mean that hand me down 
clunker you started shooting with 
either.   It wasn't good enough for 
you.   You got a better rifle.   Why 
would she be happy shooting that 
piece of crap.  She won't be.   
She'll quit shooting.   Take her 
shopping.  Girls are good at that. 
She doesn't need a .50 in a one 
inch barrel.  Get a little .36 or .45 
for her.  And don't forget her arms 
are shorter than yours.  Measure 
her length of pull and cut the stock 
down and refit the butt plate to fit 
her dimensions.    If that's beyond 
your abilities get one of the other 
guys to help you. 
 

When you get ready to show your 
girl the wonders of muzzle loading 
get someone else to teach her the 
game.  Husbands tend to get 
short and grouchy when trying to 
show a wife how to do some 
things.  One wrong word, tone, 
look etc and she'll tell you what to 
do with that rifle.   Get your buddy 
to teach her and you can then 
teach his wife.   Or a complete 
stranger.  Hell, I'll even volunteer 
to help.  I can't shoot well 
anymore but I can give the theory 
to someone. And I can do it 
without getting grouchy.   I don't 
have to go home with them.
 

If you have any questions or want 
my advice I'll help any way I can. 
720-378-0936   I can call or text 





THE COLORADO STATE
MUZZLE LOADING

ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

2025 STATE SHOOT
Hosted by The Buckhorn Skinners and The Fort Lupton Muzzle Loading Club

Paper and Primitive
AUGUST 7 – 10

Rain Dates: August 21-24
Range open Thur. 1-5, Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-4, Sun. 8-Noon

FORT LUPTON MUZZLE LOADING CLUB, FT. LUPTON, CO

Matches
Men's & Women's State Championship
  Percussion, Flintlock, Pistol or Revolver
Primitive Aggregate
Bench - any iron sight
Team Stake Shoot - Sunday 12:30
2 Person Team Challenge
*Seniors (70+)
*Legacy (75+ Tripod or Bench)
*Legacy Pistol (75+ Tripod or Bench)
Hunter's Aggregate
Smoothbore/Musket
Juniors (13-16) - Sub Juniors (12 & under)
All matches, except Revolver,
must be shot with patched round ball, open iron sights
*Peep sights allowed for Seniors (70+)

Individual shooter: ....................................... $40 entrance fee for event
Family group:  ............................................. $60 entrance fee for event
Individual Junior or Sub Juniors: ................ $5 event fee for junior agg
Non-CSMLA Member: ............................... $15 registration fee
Registration fee will be WAIVED by joining the CSMLA - $30/year

VISITORS AND VENDORS WELCOME!
PRIZE TABLE

CANOPIES FOR SHADE

Camping by reservation. Call Ron Mann 303-257-7239.
$5 per night, $10 w/electricity. Bring it in ... Pack it out.
Pets allowed but must be kept leashed in the parking lot.
No Alcoholic beverages allowed on SPVHS grounds.
Camp Pot Luck Dinner Saturday evening.
CSMLA Membership meeting Saturday at 6:30.

CONTACTS
Tom Boudreau 
970-222-4994 
tom7bike@outlook.com

Ron Ring
970-692-4658
rring282@gmail.com

Lou Garone
303-324-3403
garone3@comcast.net

Bob Kagohara
303-999-5539
bkagohara@yahoo.com

EYE AND EAR PROTECTION REQUIRED
WWW.CSMLA.NET

COLORADO STATE MUZZLE LOADING ASSOCIATION ON FACEBOOK







THE COLORADO STATE
MUZZLE LOADING ASSOCIATION

~  Presents  ~

2025 Master's Invitational Muzzleloading Shoot
to highlight and determine the top traditional muzzle loading shooters of Colorado

Saturday, October 4th 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm and

Sunday, October 5th

8:00 am - 12:00 pm

with awards to follow

Backup/Rain Dates: 10/18 & 10/19

Location

** Fort Lupton Muzzle Loading Club **
2001 Historic Parkway, Fort Lupton, Colorado

Couldn't do it without: CSMLA, FLMLC, Buckhorn Skinners, Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders, 
South Platte Valley Historical Society, and National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association

For more information & camping reservations call the Event Coordinator:  Ron Mann  303-257-7239

csmla.net  ▫  buckhornskinners.com  ▫  buckhorn skinners on Facebook  ▫  flmlc.org  ▫  flmlc on Facebook

Spectators Welcome! - Free Admission
► Come watch the best shooters compete for the ultimate prizes 
► Bring your muzzleloader and join in on other events!
► Some concessions will be available or bring a picnic lunch and stay for the day
► Camping available on a reservation basis - $5 per day, $10 w/electricity per day
► Pets must be leashed and remain in the parking area

-- Invitational --
Percussion & Flintlock Rifle aggregates 
Pistol/Revolver - Geezers - Ladies aggregates
Entry fee: csmla Member: $15 - Non-Member: $20
$5 per aggregate

-- Public Open Match --
Anyone can enter!
Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd
CSMLA Member: $5 - Non-Member: $7

Prize board shoot - Free!
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